Primary malignant 'triton' tumour of the lung.
Two cases of malignant 'triton' tumour arising within lung parenchyma are described. The patients were a three-year-old child and a 53-year-old man. Both patients presented with shortness of breath and a large intrapulmonary mass on chest X-ray. Neither patient had a history of von Recklinhausen's neurofibromatosis. The lesions were treated by pneumonectomy. Grossly, both tumours presented as large, soft and gelatinous intraparenchymatous masses measuring 130 mm and 80 mm, respectively. Histologically, they were characterized by an atypical spindle cell proliferation embedded in an abundant myxoid stroma. Focal areas of rhabdomyoblastic differentiation characterized by large cells with abundant eosinophilic cytoplasm and occasional cytoplasmic cross-striations could be seen admixed with the atypical spindle cell elements. Immunohistochemical studies showed a focal positive reaction for S-100 protein in the atypical spindle cells embedded within the myxoid stroma, and a strong positive reaction for desmin and myoglobin in the rhabdomyoblastic areas. The child died three months after diagnosis with extension of the tumour into the thoracic cavity. The second patient has been lost to follow-up. Although rare, malignant 'triton' tumour should be considered in the differential diagnosis of primary spindle cell sarcomas of the lung.